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me and Madame de Boufflers, seized her hand, and conducted her to her coach. His dress was a rusty brown morning suit, a pair of old shoes by way of slippers, a little shrivelled wig sticking on the top of his head, and the sleeves of his shirt and the knees of his breeches .hanging loose. A considerable crowd of people gathered round, and were not a little struck by this singular appearance.'
He spoke Latin with wonderful fluency and elegance. When Pere Boscovich1 was in England, Johnson dined in company with him at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, and at Dr. Douglas's, now Bishop of Salisbury. Upon both occasions that celebrated foreigner expressed his astonishment at Johnson's Latin conversation. When at Paris, Johnson thus characterised Voltaire to Freron the Journalist: ' Vir est acerrimi ingenii et paucarum literarum.'
'To DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON.
'Edinburgh, Dec. 5, 1775. 'Mv DEAR SIR,
'Mr. Alexander Maclean, the young Laird of Col, being to set out to-morrow for London, I give him this letter to introduce him to your acquaintance. The kindness which you and I experienced from his brother, whose unfortunate death we sincerely lament3, will make us always desirous to shew attention to any branch of the family. Indeed, you have so much of the true Highland cordiality, that I am sure you would have thought me to blame if I had neglected to recommend to you this Hebridean prince, in whose island we were hospitably entertained.
' I ever am with respectful attachment, my dear Sir,
' Your most obliged ' And most humble servant,
'JAMES BOSWELL.'
Mr. Maclean returned with the most agreeable accounts of the polite attention with which he was received by Dr. Johnson.
In the course of this year Dr. Burney informs me that' he very frequently met Dr. Johnson at Mr. Thrale's, at Streatham, where
1 Boscovich, a learned Jesuit, was     Royal   Society.     Chalmers's   Stag.
born at Ragusa in 1711, and died in     Diet.   See ante,-p. 125. 1787.   He visited London in 1760,        2 See ante, p. 288. and was elected a Fellow of the
they time ' speaking of coming to England.1
